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Introduction

| took an elective course called “English News” in my second year of high school. It taught the
foundational elements of news reporting, emphasizing concise language and aesthetically pleasing
design. My group gave an international news presentation and created three newspapers, a news
broadcast, and a news website. Through intensive training, | achieved full marks in the speaking
section of the GEPT High Intermediate test.

Motivation

Due toits global importance and my passion for learning about different languages and cultures,

| focused on English courses during my high school years.

As a sophomore, | enrolled in an elective course called “English News.” One of my primary
motivations for taking the course was to improve my English listening, speaking, reading, and writing
skills, particularly my speaking skills. | knew that | needed more practice in this area. Additionally, |
planned to take the GEPT High Intermediate test during summer vacation after the course, so | was

eager to enhance my English proficiency.

Another reason for my interest in the course was to gain a deeper understanding of media-
related industries. | hope to use media as a platform to share meaningful international news, such
as feminist issues and the right to education for children. By drawing attention to these important
topics, | believe that disadvantaged groups worldwide can have the opportunity to improve their

lives.

Reflection

This course has undoubtedly had a significant impact on my English language skills across all
four domains: listening, reading, speaking, and writing. My ability to comprehend news articles and
extract their main points has improved drastically through the course's extensive reading materials.

| can now objectively and comprehensively describe events with greater ease and clarity.

Nevertheless, | faced several challenges that | had to overcome throughout the course. One of
the most difficult things for me was presenting in front of others. | often felt nervous and self-
conscious, which made it challenging to speak clearly and confidently. However, with practice and
support from my classmates and teacher, | gradually overcame my nervousness and learned how to

deliver effective presentations.



Another challenge | faced was writing news. In the beginning, | struggled to organize my
thoughts and express myself clearly in written form. But through the process of creating English
news, | learned to convey my ideas more fluently and coherently. These challenges helped me grow

and develop my skills, and | am grateful for the opportunity to learn and overcome them.

The outcome of our efforts, including the newspaper and the news report video, was a
testament to the progress | made throughout the course. Looking back, | am thrilled that | made the
decision to take this curriculum, and | am confident that the skills | have acquired will serve me well
in the future.

Body

| divided my course experience into 18 parts, each covering what | learned and reflected on in
this field. Along with my own insights, | have also included feedback from my teacher. This approach

allowed me to comprehensively evaluate my progress and identify areas for improvement.

EEE anndionSe D
EBETE 2021F956H

1. Introduction & Icebreaker ()

You did a good job!

At the beginning of the course, we each gave a brief self-introduction. With only a few minutes
to prepare, it tested my ability to respond spontaneously. | introduced myself briefly and explained
why | wanted to take the course, as well as the English-language websites | typically use to read
international news. | used expressive body language to help my teachers and classmates better
understand me, which left a strong impression. In addition, creating a good news story requires
constant discussion and exchanging different ideas, so my friend and | formed a group called “The
Four Musketeers.”

My Interests @
NEWS ENGLISH Biology Club QN4
Listening to songs

INTRODUCE MYSELF Bake desserts
Cute Olaf
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§ Jenny Pan
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Amusement park

English News English News Website

e Understand current events faiwan News BBC News

e Learn proper nouns

e Get to tell news in English

e Study some sentence patterns
that only appears in English news

News about Taiwan News about the world

A My Presentation and My PPT



2. Read News from BBC and CNN

Learning English for News is similar to building a house: laying a strong foundation is the first
and most important step. To begin, we read English news articles written by famous online
newspaper websites. This not only helps to improve our reading skills, but also teaches us about the
wording and layout of newspapers. Additionally, our teacher gave us a reading comprehension test

for English news, which | scored 100 on, demonstrating my complete understanding of the material.

News Websites-BBC, CNN 25

A The reading comprehension test

ETE 2021595138
3. False Information a Detailed, clear and organized.

Nowadays, due to the convenience, there is a lot of information on the Internet. But, at the
same time, there is also a lot of fake news. Therefore, our teacher showed us some news and reports,
and asked us to discuss what was illogical or exaggerated. This taught me that when reading news, |
must also think about the rationality of the content, and should find other evidence to prove its
authenticity. When | write reports, | must also pay attention to truthfully verifying the incidents that
| report, and do not add subjective ideas, so as not to cause distortion of the content.

Fake News Examples

FRANCE - SAUDI ARABIA Euroy

Debunked: Was French candidate Macron's cam- France to stump up €100 million to aid refugees
paign financed by Saudi Arabia? . L e
nEOoD @ =
nmanuel Macron, candl éféré de

\rabie Saoudite a 1'électi

CLAIM: CLAIM:

The news claimed that the campaign of | The story claimed that the Council of Europe
Emmanuel Macron was financially supported | Development Bank (CEB) will lend the French
by Saudi Arabia. state 100 million euros to purchase hotels for

housing asylum seekers.




FACTS: FACTS:
The story is a fake. The site it appeared on | Two separate news stories have been conflated
copied the design and layout of the real | and altered, distorting the truth and exaggerating

website. the assistance available to asylum seekers.
IMPACT: IMPACT:

The news has generated almost 10,000 likes, | To date, the story URL has generated close to
shares and comments on Facebook. 10,000 likes, shares and comments on Facebook.
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4. News Structure A nice try! Keep going?

A newspaper usually has several elements, such as a nameplate and different sections. One of
the most interesting components are the teasers, which are photos and snippets of interesting
stories designed to encourage readers to buy the newspaper and read more.

Furthermore, journalism often uses the "inverted pyramid" structure, in which the most
important information or what might even be considered the conclusion is presented first. Therefore,
| analyzed the structure of four newspaper front pages to become more familiar with it.

Flag or
nameplate

Flag or
nameplate

& o Downloau i :
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in Britain
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-~ Body
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Teasers
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A The structure of four newspaper front pages


https://crosscheck.firstdraftnews.com/checked-french/macrons-campaign-french-presidency-financed-saudi-arabia/
https://crosscheck.firstdraftnews.com/checked-french/french-state-buy-hotels-migrants/
https://crosscheck.firstdraftnews.com/checked-french/french-state-buy-hotels-migrants/
https://crosscheck.firstdraftnews.com/checked-french/french-state-buy-hotels-migrants/
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5. Headlines you meet my requirements perfectly.

In order to be concise and powerful, news headlines often do not conform to grammar. For
example, auxiliary verbs in sentences are often omitted (e.g. ”Six killed in disastrous quake.”) and
guotes from an organization or person to make readers more interested in the article (e.g. "Covid
global health emergency is over, WHO says). To practice more, our group restored some news
headlines to normal sentences, so that we can better understand what news headlines omit and

how to write news headlines.

% Click: Group Headline Assignments

6. Photos

Learning to create effective visuals in journalism is an important aspect of modern news
reporting. As the saying goes, a picture is worth a thousand words, and the right visuals can make a
news story more impactful and memorable for readers. Therefore, my classmates and | learned how
to create engaging visuals, including photos, infographics, and charts. We discovered that by pairing
the right image with a news story, we could convey its message more effectively and even make it
easier for readers to understand complex topics. In addition, we learned how to create clear and

concise graphs that allow readers to quickly understand research findings.

Story

The WHO warned that China is under-reporting the
impact of COVID-19, especially deaths, and has
stopped publishing daily case data. Hospitals and
crematoriums are overwhelmed, and there are
concerns that the country may see another wave

of infections.

A drone flying towards the dome of the Kremlin
Senate building made an explosion. It seemed like
an attempt to assassinate the Russian president.
However, Ukraine said it was not involved in the
alleged attack and has accused Russia of staging it

to escalate the conflict.

A The Russian social media videos appearing to show Kremlin drone attack



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OchSM5bB3ss4Oc8jEh6sxbuAAcm1gnEu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OchSM5bB3ss4Oc8jEh6sxbuAAcm1gnEu/view?usp=sharing
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-65471904
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-65471904

Canadian air travel during the pandemic

March 13, 2020:
Government urges
Canadians to avoid
international travel _

To and from U.S.

Air travel significantly declined during the
pandemic, including domestic and
international flights to and from the United
States. However, it is predicted that the
recovery for airlines will be mixed even after
restrictions on international air travel are lifted.
It will take some years for the airline industry to

come close to pre-pandemic levels.

A Canadian air travel during the pandemic

7. Leads

The opening paragraph of a news article, also known as the lead, is a critical element in

journalism. The lead provides readers with the most important information about the news story,

allowing them to quickly understand the main idea. Consequently, the lead is an essential factor in

determining whether readers will continue reading. To write an effective lead, journalists often use

the inverted pyramid structure, which places the most important details at the beginning of the article.

To gain a better understanding of how to write leads, | referred to some newspaper leads and then

practiced how to include the important elements of SW1H (who, what, when, where, why, and how)

in a concise and engaging way. By honing my lead-writing skills, | aim to be able to write compelling

news articles that captivate readers from the very beginning.

¥ Click: Group Lead Practice Assignments

8. Contents

After learning the structure of the news, we learned how to write the content of the report to

make it richer. In addition to using rhetoric, such as personification and parallelism, we should also

learn to use proper nouns to make the article more believable. | analyzed the rhetoric in some

articles and found out the meaning of proper nouns in them.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NUYAafZz9jkpT2l77e7nz5IiOE_72VGT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NUYAafZz9jkpT2l77e7nz5IiOE_72VGT/view?usp=sharing

Abbreviation Full name Meaning

cop Conference of the Parties B REEERE

PM Prime Minister dar

cDC Centers for Disease Control and Prevention E B E RIELTEL 0
AUKUS Australia, UK and US B E L TR

CECC Central Epidemic Command Center rh LR TR B TR L
DHS The Department of Homeland Security = B[] 1 ZF A

FDA U.S. Food and Drug Administration ERE Y EHE

A Find out the meaning of proper nouns

9. Find Materials for the news story

Collecting materials is an essential aspect of news reporting, as it provides the foundation for a
story. Our teacher recognized the importance of this and instructed us to gather materials related to
high school life, along with interesting and straightforward text descriptions. To accomplish this, |
tapped into my creativity and came up with several amusing scenarios that commonly occur on
campus. | then collaborated with my classmates to capture these moments vividly through
photographs. This exercise taught me how to describe an event using only a few crucial words and

allowed me to let the pictures speak for themselves. Through this process, | gained valuable insights

into the power of visual storytelling in news reporting.

HGSH's students are clapping
in the center of the plaza to %
create chirping sound, which is

atradition at HGSH.

~ school anniversary's celebration. The fitting is
only available from October st to 7th.

HESH NEWS

Hsincke Girls Seniet High Scheal
Students praying for

their college entrance
examination.

" Students busy preparing
" for choir contest.

HGSH'S student tries on merch hoodie for

Three bigh school students are
trying to ride on the same bicycle.

HESH NEWS

Hsinche Cirks Seniet High Scheel

Students chat with friends on
their cellphones during PE class.

HGSH students sneaked in school chapel and do poses to break
girls’ school stereotype: students are all work and no fun.

A Small reports of school

Students are waiting to
use women's toilet while
another
rushing to men's toilet.
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10. Newspaper Completion

After receiving thorough training, | gained a

e
ol

: : ETE 2021FE11822
comprehensive understanding of the structure of news a = o -
Nearlg,.r perfect. il THEE
1. B Tlead 25 » EERE—FE
and produce a newspaper by creating a news report. We BER4EI#E -

articles. Our teacher then assigned us to work in groups

began by drafting the report on paper and subsequently 2. P3 screenshot =EEEFE
3. & A About the Authors.

creating an electronic version of the newspaper.

Our news report focused on famous TikToker Marcus Shaw, who accidentally shared his nude
photos on Instagram, leading to serious consequences. By selecting this news item, we aimed to
raise public awareness about the negative aspects of the internet, including cyberbullying,
anonymous verbal attacks, incidents of private photo spamming, and the latest hot topic, DeepFake.
We emphasized that while technology has made our lives more convenient, it is a double-edged

sword that poses potential threats to our privacy and safety, especially for young people.

Thursday, November 11,2020 _

00PS! FAMOUS TIKTOKER SHARES
NUDE PHOTOS ON INSTAGRAM

o o
v

Following the incident, Shaw got very upset

PN and hid at his home for nearly two weeks until
b =4 his family brought him to a therapist. Shaw
said, "No matter where | go, everyone gives me
» a funny look." With his face flushed, fists

L ” clenched, he repeated it three times.
This shameful incident cast a shadow on

Marcus Shaw, aged. 17, goes to a therapist

and.seoms o be pale afer theinci Shaw, and his future would be seriously

impacted since most people knew about the
. . scandal and would look at him differently.
Famous TikToker Marcus Shaw accidentally | Theregore, one should be cautious when sharing
shared his nude photos on Instagram instead | information and photos on the Internet.

of sending them to his girlfriend in private
yesterday. Last but not [east, when seeing compromising

photographs on social media, the first thing to
Yesterday, a teenager's nude photos went | 4o is inform the people who are involved ASAP,
viral on the internet. They belonged to | jnstead of sending it to other people, which
Marcus Shaw, a TikToker who has over 10 | may make others live in distress and you might
million followers. Shaw intended to share his | preak the [aw.
nudes with his girlfriend but accidentally
made it public by mistaking “"stories” for
"messages” on Instagram. 5 NBOURIHEAUTHOR.

Due to Shaw's popularity, his nude pictures &Mc HGSH Students
had been screenshot and shared by
Kuo Chen-Yu

thousands of people, including his fans and
classmates. In just two days, approximately Pan Chia- Yu
5 million people had seen the photo.Though Flaw Hi- Chi
Shaw deleted his post seconds after he e Toous- Hai
found out, it is obvious that his actions had :

! from Left to right,
already led to serious consequences. { e !

3
m-f»;

A The Four Musketeers News



11. Listening to News

The training for writing English news not only focuses on improving writing skills but also on
the ability to listen to and comprehend English news. During one of our classes, our teacher played
two news articles and asked us to type them verbatim. At first, | found it challenging to keep up with
the fast pace of the news and type everything accurately. However, with practice, | was able to

improve my listening and typing skills.
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12. Presentation of International News Visually prea“”g and well-
Urganize I

The task we were assigned involved writing and presenting longer English news about
international current affairs in a group. Our topic was the formation of AUKUS, and we divided our
presentation into five parts: Introduction, Facts, Impacts, Perspective, and Conclusion. My
responsibility was to analyze the advantages and disadvantages of AUKUS to various countries,
which was a challenging task. For instance, while Australia can obtain the technology to manufacture
nuclear submarines, it has lost relations with France and China due to AUKUS. Additionally, AUKUS
highlights the significance of EU military autonomy, and it's time for the EU to limit China's influence

in the Indo-Pacific region by themselves.

| was nervous before the presentation, as politics was not a field | was familiar with, and | had
to memorize a lot of terms. However, with a clear understanding of the comprehensive data and
regular practice, | was able to deliver a smooth and well-structured report. Overall, this task helped

me to improve my presentation skills and broaden my knowledge of international current affairs.

. fustralia

Re-trusied as the leader of the worl
o

||-’?

U.S. strate; ifted fro
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EU's power In the Indo-Pacific region is unstabl

"lj military autonomy

cope with China's aggression
provokes arms race
escalates regional tension
armed stronger

A The Meaning Behind AUKUS
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13. News Recording

well-done

The task of recording news has been a valuable learning experience for me, as it has helped me
improve both my pronunciation and tone of voice. In class, | was given a news report to read aloud
and then recorded it for further analysis. Listening to my own recording allowed me to identify areas

where my oral expression needed refinement and where my pronunciation needed improvement.

Initially, | found this task challenging, but with practice, | gradually gained confidence and was
able to deliver the news report with more fluency and clarity. This experience has taught me the
significance of effective oral communication in delivering news. | believe that this exercise has

helped me improve my communication skills, and | am grateful for the opportunity to learn and grow
in this area.

¥ Click: News Recording

14. My Campus News Story

For my news report, | chose the topic of "HGSH Lunch Palette: What's on the MENU?" as |
wanted to explore the different lunch options that were available to students at our school. To gather
information, | created a questionnaire and collected the opinions of fellow students. After analyzing

their responses, | compiled the information into a comprehensive report.

EEE 202254
3 |
‘ A good design! The photos Complete Cam us N WS

have to be arranged correctly.

You have to state the facts =
95/100
from the survey. Look forward

to more information.
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15. Editing The Four Musketeers News

The editing process involved creating a visually appealing composition with the use of pictures,
graphs, and sections. It was important to ensure that the layout was neat and organized to make the
content more engaging for readers. When our group's newspaper was finally completed, we were
delighted to receive praise from our teacher, who used it as an example for future students.

% Click: The Four Musketeers News



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1elncDxeQ1lQME1cNfej-awni--45FVWu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1elncDxeQ1lQME1cNfej-awni--45FVWu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xpcxl3xwqbvkEE6pQnBfwx8RD_FmKOvo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xpcxl3xwqbvkEE6pQnBfwx8RD_FmKOvo/view?usp=sharing

V¥ My Campus News Story

The Fowe I Nusketeers

MAY 01, 2022

HGSH Lunch Palette :

What's on the MENU?

Which kind of lunch do you have most of the time?

A Proportion of different options of lunch in HGSH

By Pan Chia-Yu

In National Hsinchu Girls’ Senior
High School (HGSH), lunches are no
longer provided for free, so
students deal with their lunches by
themselves; a questionnaire was
distributed to comprehend the
various types and the opinions on
their lunches.

There are various options for

lunch: some people buy bentos
made by the school or classmates’
parents; some bring their own

lunch boxes; others order deliveries;
and others go to the convenience
store - OK, in HGSH.

According to the questionnaire,
of students prefer bringing
lunch boxes, mostly

59%
their
because lunches can be adjusted to
one’ s preferences and are healthier
if they prepare it by themselves.
Nonetheless, students often forgot to
steam their lunch boxes, which
leads to no lunch during lunchtime.

Having bentos made by school

own

is the second most popular choice,
which received 17% of preference,
mostly because of its convenience
and much Ilower price. However,
many students revealed that bento
is not good to eat and there are
few options for different dishes;
therefore, they tend to be picky
eaters.

W bring their own lunch boxes

M buy bentos made by classmates' parents
m buy bentos made by school

W order deliveries

¥ buy from OK

Though having bentos made
by classmates’ parents is only the
third choice, 16% of students chose
it. Actually, there are more and
more students choosing this rather

than bento made by school.
“Although  bentos made by
classmates’ parents are more
expensive, it s more delicious,

nutritionally balanced and has a
variety of dishes, so I started to
buy bentos made by classmates’
parents after having bentos made
by school
one sophomore, said.

At noon, there is always a
long queue outside OK. There are
many choices in OK, including
microwave food, oden,
potatoes, and the most popular one:
instant noodles. It is found that

for a semester.” Alice,

sweet

about 50% of students have tried

A A long queue outside OK during lunchtime

A Various types of lunches in HGSH

to buy lunch at OK, but many
end up changing their options,
because buying lunch from OK
is time-consuming,
and unhealthy.

Last but not least, though
there are only 3% of people
ordering food delivery, they are
satisfied with their choice. A

expensive,

sophomore student, Emily, who
orders food delivery for lunch.
She said:” It's a great sense of
achievement when [ order a
meal successfully, and you can
decide the dishes according to
your own preferences.”

In summary, most students
in HGSH bring their lunch
boxes for lunch; buy bentos
made by the school or
classmates’ parents have a
similar percentage, which stands
in the buying
lunch from OK or ordering
deliveries are the least choices.
The reasons most students
consider are convenience, health
and good taste or not; therefore,
about half of the students had
tried to buy lunch from OK,
but gave up because of time-
wasting and unhealthy.

second place;




16. News Broadcasting

The task of news broadcasting was the biggest challenge for me in this course. It required not

only the ability to speak clearly but also the inclusion of abundant visuals to enhance the visibility of

the news report. To ensure that my news report was comprehensive and engaging, | went to great

lengths to collect materials such as filming the conditions during lunchtime and interviewing

students for their opinions.

Despite the initial difficulties, | found the process of creating a news broadcast to be incredibly

rewarding. | was particularly proud when the final product was completed and looked amazing. We

uploaded our videos to Youtube, and the positive feedback from our teacher and friends was

gratifying. This experience has taught me the importance of visual aids in news broadcasting, and |

believe that it has helped me develop my presentation skills, as well as my ability to create engaging

content.

EEE
2022F68258
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News broadcasting

*#%NEWS

W bring their own lunch boxes

® buy bentos made by school
® order deliveries
® buy from OK

¥ buy bentos made by classmates’ pareigs

but many end up changing their minds, because b,'m-’—

HGSH Lunch Palette

H Inch P‘alette

Brdering food delivery,
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which rece&d 17% of preference,
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HGSH Lunch Palette —



https://youtu.be/-f7RUms9hLQ
https://youtu.be/-f7RUms9hLQ

Respondent 1 Respondent 2
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17. News Website: Thursday Morning

Creating the website "Thursday Morning" was fulfilling project for us. It was our final

assignment for the course, and we wanted to make sure that we could showcase all of our hard work
and accomplishments. The website contains all of our articles, including a brief introduction and
reflection for each one.

We didn't just stop there, however. We went the extra mile and designed the website as an
online news platform, with a modern and sleek design that made reading our articles even more
enjoyable. This added element not only provided a unique reading experience for our audience but
also helped us improve our skills in web design.

Throughout the process of creating the website, we faced several challenges, such as deciding
on the layout, finding appropriate visuals to enhance the articles, and making sure the website was
easy to navigate. However, with dedication and teamwork, we were able to overcome these
challenges and create a finished product that we were proud to share with our teacher and
classmates.



https://sites.google.com/hgsh.hc.edu.tw/thursday-morning/group-6
https://sites.google.com/hgsh.hc.edu.tw/thursday-morning/group-6
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18. GEPT High Intermediate Test

Taking the GEPT High Intermediate test was a goal | set for myself after completing the course.
| had been working hard throughout the course to improve my English language skills and felt ready
to take on the challenge of the test. During the course, we had intensive training in all four areas of
the test, including listening, reading, writing, and speaking. | had a particular focus on the speaking

section, as | wanted to perform well in this area.

When | received the results of the test, | was thrilled to find out that | had achieved full marks
in the speaking section! This was a significant accomplishment for me and a testament to the hard
work and dedication | had put into my studies. It was a proud moment to see my efforts pay off, and
it gave me the confidence to continue improving my English language skills. | am grateful for the

training and support | received during the course, which helped me achieve this great result.
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1ic2 g%k General English Proficiency Test Examinee’s Score Report

&124F PAN, CHIA YU 2004/11/11
¥ & % High-Intermediate 2022/07/23
117 99 80
HihiB4E 4 Pass i i8iB4% 7 Pass 116 18 4% & Pass
(CEFR B2) (CEFR B2%) (CEFR B2%)
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The maximum score of each subtest is 120. A passing score  The maximum score of each subtest is 100. A passing score
is one that is equal to or above 160 in total, with each s one thatis equal to or above 80.
subtest score being no lower than 72.

A My GEPT High Intermediate Test’s Score Report





