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Sport Visitor Program Application

2024 American Institute in Taiwan Soccer Girls Program
Fill out the form both in English and Chinese

Eligibility Information

What is your place of citizenship and residence? Taiwan !ﬁ

What is your date of birth?

What best describes your gender identity? woman

When will you graduate from school {month and june 2025 ZUZSﬂEBH

year}?

Have you participated in a U.5. Department of No. | haven’t ﬁfﬁﬁi@.o
A .

State exchange program in the past three years?

Is any member of your immediate family
(parents, or siblings) or household employed by
the American Institute in Taiwan or any U.5.
government agencies?

No. f&

General Information

Last Name

First Name

City and Country of Birth

Tainan City ™

Do you have a valid passport? What is the
expiration

My passport has expired. | will get it renewed
before February. BNOEFRAT , BRI

= ARisREFH.

Parent/Guardian Name (Last name + First
Name)

Contact Information

Your mobile phone number

E-mail address

Alternate e-mail address

Parent/guardian name(s)




Parent/guardian mobile phone

Parent/guardian Email address

Home mailing address/city and county

Parent/guardian address/city and county

Education Information

School Name: National Tainan Girls’ Senior High School B
VEEZTBiRPE

Type of Scheol (private/public): Public. 233

School Address: NO.97, DAPU ST., TAINAN CITY, TAIWAN B
AR 3 p T A 7R (R KR HT97 R

Current Grade: Second Grade — 4R

How many years have you played soccer? 9years S

About Your Sports and Community Interests:

Please list any specific sports in which you have participated to date.

Football, optimist sailing, kayaking, track and field (pole vault, triple jump, hurdle),
swimming, golf, volleyball, basketball.
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Please describe any activities in which you have participated that relate to sports. How long
have you been involved with each? Please also list any awards or honors received.

1 have played soccer for 9 years, participating in recreational teams from elementary school
to junior high, with formal training spanning only 3 years.

Sailing, which I've pursued for a total of 10 years since the age of 7, involved practicing by
renting boats in Pingtung. Despite being recammended for professional training, | opted to
relinquish that opportunity due to my stronger preference for soccer.




Kayaking has been a part of my life for approximately 12 years, and during my elementary
school vears, my family purchased two kayaks,

Track and field has been a continucus journey from elementary school through junior high,
with self-directed training since high school, totaling 5 years. | have achieved gold medals in
the 100m, 200m, and long jump during the school sports days in elementary and junior high,
and recently secured gold medals in pole vault and triple jump at the city-level games in
Tainan.

Swimming has been a pursuit for 12 years, during which | established and served as the
captain of the school swimming team in elementary school. Currently, | engage in self-
directed training in the swimming pool, sometimes as early as 6:00 AM before school.

Golf, on the other hand, was a two-year involvement with the elementary school team from
ages 11 to 12.

Volleyball and basketball started as casual games with classmates in elementary scheol, and
upon the request of my track and field coach in junior high, 1 engaged in both sports, winning
interclass championships in both volleyball and basketball throughout junior and senior high
school.
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Please describe any additional extracurricular or community service activities {(non-sports
related) in which you have participated, and how long you have been involved with each.




Since elementary school, my mother has been taking me to volunteer at the 'Andre Food
Bank,' where | am primarily involved in material organization, preparation tasks for food
boxes, and packaging.

Starting from kindergarten, | participated in a dance troupe, performing at numerous charity
events and being invited for public welfare performances during holidays at department
stores. This commitment continued until | graduated from junior high, at which point |
became too busy to continue with the band.

Every six months, | collaborate with the wind band to perform music at the well-known
tourist attraction 'Guohua Street' in Tainan, aiming to fundraise for hosting music concerts.
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What future studies and/or possible occupations have you considered?

| aspire to play professional or semi-professional soccer in English-speaking countries such as
the UK or the USA, known for their strong women's football teams.

Becoming an international referee is also an option for me. | already hold a referee
certification from the Taiwan Football Association(CTFA) and plan to continue working
diligently, officiating more matches to accumulate experience and attain higher-level referee
certifications.

On the academic front, | aim to pursue studies related to team management or stadium
administration. These areas represent a shortage of talent in Taiwanese football, and | hope
to explore the world and contribute to Taiwanese foatball after gaining knowledge through
further education.
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Essay Questions

What, or who, initially sparked your interest in the field of sports?

My parents. They would encourage me to explore various sporting activities from my early
childhood .
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Why is participation in this program important to you and how will it benefit you both
personally and academically? What type of skills do you hope to develop and improve during
the Sport Visitor Program in the United States?

This project will mark my first experience playing soccer outside of Taiwan. Besides actively
participating in training with the U.S. women's soccer team, | am eager to gain on-site
insights into their team's management and development. ! intend to bring back these
learning experiences to share with others in Taiwan. Through this project, | believe 1 wili
acquire a better understanding of the skills | lack, potentially discovering a more suitable role
for myself, thus providing clarity on my future direction for studying abroad.

In addition to enhancing my soccer skills, | aim to improve my ability to interact with people
from diverse fields and countries. Currently, holding a dual role as a soccer team manager, |
also aspire to learn different operational models in team management, particularly in the
areas of promotion and marketing. 1 think these aspects are crucial and lacking in Taiwanese
football.
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Describe a challenge you have faced in your life and how you overcame it.

Since my elementary school days in Taiwan, grassroots soccer teams have been primarily
categorized into two systems: school teams and clubs. Presently, only school teams possess
sufficient training resources, while club teams have a limited number of players, with practice
sessions typically occurring less than three times a week. Public competitions for teams
outside of schoal are scarce, especially in high school, where such apportunities approach
zero. In Tainan City, where | reside, there are no high school girls' soccer teams, and neither
are there soccer clubs for high school boys or girls. In my third year of junior high, | secured a
spot on the girls' soccer team at Hui-Wen High School in Taichung. However, considering the
limited career prospects and the tendency for many to abandon academics after graduating




from sports-focused schools in Taiwan, | ultimately decided to stay and pursue my studies at
Tainan Girls’ Senior High School.

Faced with the challenge of having no team or competitions, | sought assistance from my
previous coach. Tainan First Senior High School's soccer team allowed me to participate in
their training sessions, but due to not being a student at their school, | couldn't play in
matches — only train alongside them. Despite maintaining a higher attendance rate than most
during the three days of morning training to Saturday practices, it became evident that the
intensity was insufficient. Both my high school and Tainan First Senior High Schoel prioritize
academic achievements over sports.

After two appeals, the National Cheng Kung University soccer team was willing to
accommaodate me for evening training. However, | faced the same issue — no opportunities
for actual gameplay. Additionally, | commuted weekly to Kaohsiung City to join the youth
team of Kaohsiung Sunny Bank Women's Soccer Team. Despite inconvenient transportation
resulting in late-night returns after each training session, the team disbanded within half a
year due to insufficient players.

In my quest to find more conducive environments for my soccer development, | became a
promotional ambassador for the “Wecango365’. This led to an invitation from the coach of
the junior high school soccer team at Houjia Junior High School in Tainan. Although the
players inside were younger than me, they displayed commendable skill, all being male, and
included several members of the U17 national team. Their training intensity suited me well,
contributing significantly to my improvement. The only competition | participated in during
high school was the #Albirex(S)S.E.A Cup 2023 organized by Wecango365 which is the seccer
arganization. Summoning considerable courage, | contacted a student | had never met
before, who was forming a team, and they agreed to let me join.

Through various introductions, | joined a women's team in Taipei, participating in an amateur
women's league. This required a weekly five-hour one-way bus journey to and from Taipei.
Taiwan's only formally organized club competition, the Youth League, was canceled by the
football association last year. Following protests, it was reinstated this year; however, there
is still no provision for women's teams. Consequently, | joined the newly established Dong
Men Cheng Soccer Team U18 boys' soccer team to compete.

Despite minimal playing oppartunities, training primarily with male players, and few chances
to step onto the field, mest teams | joined are the school teams that are not my school. From
an environment where | almost had to give up, I've created numerous opportunities for
myself and persisted to this day.
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One of the requirements of the program is that you apply the skills you learn and share with
others after you return to Taiwan. Describe how you would use the sports and leadership
skills you gain from this program to help your community.

1 will share my experiences with all the teams | join, documenting my journey through diary
entries and reflections on social media to broaden everycne's horizons alongside me. | hope
to contribute extra effort on the field by enhancing my soccer skills and facilitating smoother
communication with foreign players through improved English, thereby reducing barriers
between them and Taiwanese players. If | acquire marketing or management skills, | will
apply them practically to the soccer team where | serve as a manager, as well as in the soccer
league organized by my friends and me. | will ohserve the outcomes and share relevant
insights with other teams.
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What are one or two words that describe you best and why?

1 think ‘indefatigable’ is the word that describes me best. In the realm of soccer, despite
facing unfavorable circumstances, | have not easily abandoned this path. Instead, | actively
seek more opportunities and persevere. Academically, | encounter challenges due to
Dyslexia, but | exert my utmost effort in learning. Even when my capabilities may not allow
me to complete exams within the given time, | rely on the results of my consistent efforts —
accuracy in answers — and successfully gained admission to the first-choice high school in
Tainan. ! do not easily bow to adversity; rather, | strive to find ways to overcome it and turn it
into my strength.
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